
September 22, 2009 
 
Dear Three Rivers Association, 
 
Henry Blackaby, a longtime pastor, college president and coauthor of the 
"Experiencing God" series of Bible study materials, asks the question, ñWhere is 
God working?ò  We ask, ñWhere is God working in Three Rivers Baptist Associa-
tion?ò  With 13 million people living in Illinois, and 75% of those 13 million living in 
the Chicagoland area, we are in a region ñwhite unto harvestò. 
 
How are we (Three Rivers Baptist Association) to reach the multitudes of lost   
people and disciple them?  Answer?  The Church!  God has deemed that His Word 
be proclaimed by His church.  In 2007 a study was completed asking how many 
churches would be needed to reach the peoples in the counties of TRBA.  The  
answer is 760 new churches, running 500 people each.  Doesnôt that blow your 
mind and your calculator?  760 new churchesé760 new churches! 
 
What are we going to do?  So far, since 1998, weôve had about as many churches 
close the doors as new ones started.  Donôt get me wrong, Iôm grateful for the new 
church starts but we wonôt make a dent if we donôt change our hearts and our 
methods.  Starting one new church a year wonôt cut it.  The opportunity before us 
is ñGod-sizedò.  We must change our math from addition to multiplication if we are 
to join God in His sovereign, church-multiplying work. 
 
Remember that the One we worship fed 5,000 with five loaves and two fish.  He 
drew the people to Him and He has guided millions of people to live in our Judea.   
He has decreed that His church proclaim the Gospel.  God says in James, ñYou 
donôt have because you donôt ask.ò  Letôs ask God to birth one of His great sover-
eign, church-multiplying movements right here in TRBA.  In menôs eyes, the task is 
impossible, but through the eyes of faith, God can!          (continued on next page) 
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Dr. Dan Eddington, Director of Missions  
24553 W. Black Rd., Shorewood, IL 60404 
Office: 815/725-7361  * Fax: 815/725-7362 
Office Email:  office@3RiversBaptist.org 

D.O.M Email: dan@3RiversBaptist.org 
Cell:     815/342-0432  

 

 
Three Rivers Baptist Association  

50th Anniversary and Annual Meeting  
ñUnity -  Accomplishing More Togetherò 

Saturday, October 3  
8:30 a.m. -  4 p.m.  

Lunch included 

at First Baptist Coal City  
 
 

Join us! Open to all, no reservations needed.  
Remembering the past, looking forward to the future.  



Be a Host for A Student Preacher  
 
     Thank you again for considering our earlier      
request to help the Roy Fish School of Evangelism 
and Missions recruit churches in your association to 
host student preachers from Southwestern Seminary 
for Spring Break Revival Meetings.  The three weeks 
in which students are sent are March 14-17, May 16-
19 and May 23-26, 2010. Information about this   
program and the church application itself is available 
online at www.swbts.edu/srep. The application dead-
line is October 30, 2009. 
 
     If you have any additional questions you may con-
tact Janet Petersen at jpetersen@swbts.edu or  
817-923-1921, ext. 6677. 
 
John Carrigan, Ph.D.  
Associate Professor of Evangelism and  
Baptist Church Planting 
Director of Scarborough Center of Baptist  
Church Planting 
Director of Spring Revival Evangelism Practica 
Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary 
ccarrigan@swbts.edu | ext. 6430 | Fleming 211A 

( continued from page 1) 
 

God invites us to join Him in this great work.  To 
accept His invitation means we must change.  
When God revealed His plan to Moses, Moses 
could not remain where he was and also go with 
God.  It is the same for TRBA.  Simply, we cannot 
afford to stay in the comfort of how weôve done 
things in the past and also go with God.  We need 
the churches of TRBA to ban together as one 
mighty force, unified by the vision that is greater 
than any individual church. 
 
Hereôs the question:  Will TRBA remain as we are 
or will we go with God?  Letôs be clear.  Going with 
God means giving.  Churches will need to give 
people, give money, and give resources.  How will 
we respond to His invitation? 
 
Rick Mullan 
Assistant Moderator 
Three Rivers Baptist Association 
 

Associate Pastor 
Friendship Baptist Church 
Plainfield, IL 

 

WMU - ñCalled to Love Through Building Relationshipsò 

A hands-on day of  
mission activities  

and fun! 

Making birthday cards!  Pop Tarts 
collected 

for  
Collegiate 
Ministries 

to hand out 

World Hunger Banks  

Having a great time!  
These girls are ñtinkeringò 

http://www.swbts.edu/srep
mailto:jpetersen@swbts.edu
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