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“Called to Love  

Through  

Women” 
 

Includes homemade soup  

and sandwiches. 

Enjoy “TheFrugal Woman’s 

Fashion Show” 

      With 

Nora Hopkins 

  Pastor’s wife  

                &  

                 Int’l  

               Missionary 

February 27,  

11:00 a.m. to 2
:00 p.m.   

at FBC 

 Coal City  Cost $8.00  

Please RSVP  

by February 3  

to Three Rivers  
Hosted by your WMU  

Help Morning Star - 
Bring items listed on page 3! 



Creative Approach Aids Annie 
BY ROY WORLEY For TRBA 

      

At First Baptist 
Church of Man-
teno, every minis-
try, emphasis or 
activity is under-
pinned by one 
common goal:  to 
help conform the 
members into the 
image of Christ,  so 
said Pastor Hal 

Trovillian in a recent interview 
about some of the creative        
approaches they are taking to   
special offerings and ministry    
opportunities. 
     In a conference on capital fund 
raising that Pastor Trovillian      
attended some time ago, he 
learned that there are different 
“pockets” of giving in the most 
churches.  What that means is that 
not everybody will give to the gen-
eral offering but some will give to a 
special offering or a missions    
offering or even to the building 
fund.  In tapping into this approach 
to giving, that is making opportuni-
ties for people to give where they 
want to, the pastor shared a fasci-
nating discovery.  Over the last 
two years, the overall giving 
through the church has increased 
to about 20%.  He hastened to 
point out that the giving to the 
budget did not necessarily        
increase, but people gave to a 
cause very readily.  Bottom line:  
more of God’s money is being put 
into ministry. 
     With that in mind, FBC is tak-
ing a slightly different approach to 
raising money for the Annie Arm-
strong Easter offering, the special 
annual offering for North American 
missions in SBC churches.  Pastor 
Hal went on line and found a com-
pany called “Heritage Art” that 
manufactures special giving cards 
for churches to be used during 
Lent.  The cards, printed with    

selected scriptures on each one, 
hold quarters.  Some will hold up 
to $20 and the others up to $10.  
Fifty of each were ordered.  Fami-
lies in the church are encouraged 
to take one or the other and begin-
ning on Ash Wednesday, sit down 
each night and put quarters in the 
cards; two a night for the $20 ones 
and one a night for the $10 ones 
and then pray together for the   
missions offering and then think 
about the significance of Easter 
and what Christ did.  This will con-
tinue through the Saturday before 
Easter.  If all the cards are filled 
and returned, that will be $1,500 
for the Annie Armstrong Easter 
offering. 
     Of course, there are some who 
will prefer to give the traditional 
way and that is encouraged as 
well.  In the church’s quarterly   
financial newsletter, opportunities 
are listed for people to consider.  
In this case, a special AAEO enve-
lope is included for those who like 
to make a one time donation.  As 
of this writing, the church-wide 
goal for the offering has not been 
set.  TRBA will follow up with the 
church after Easter to see how 
God has used this approach to 
support the SBC missionaries in 
North America. 
     Pastor Trovillian recommends 
reading the book titled, Money 
Matters in Church, by Aubrey  
Malphars and Steve Stroope for 
getting other ideas to encourage 
God’s people in giving. 
  

Eyes Open Approach  
Spurs Practical Ministry 
     At First Baptist Manteno, the 
people love to shop.  Not for them-
selves necessarily, but for those in 
their community who might not 
have enough to eat on any given 
day.  In an effort to help the mem-
bers of the church to be           
consciously aware of the needs in 
their community, Pastor Hal Trovil-
lian went to Manteno’s  food    

FBC Manteno - A Different Approach 

pantry and asked what their big-
gest need was.  He then went 
back to the church and encour-
aged them to respond through 
the weekly bulletin.  They did. 
Food products began to pour in. 
     Armed with the knowledge 
that his people were on board to 
be used by God to feed those in 
need, he went to the manager of 
the large grocery store in town 
and asked him to donate a shop-
ping cart for this purpose.  He did.  
It was spruced up and placed in 
the entry way of the church where 
members can drop their dona-
tions each week. 
     When asked just  how         
successful this effort had been, 
the pastor recounted a recent 
story.  He went to the food pantry 
and asked what their current 
greatest need was.  At that time, 
it was for paper goods.  They  
explained that many of the people 
who come to the food pantry also 
get government assistance which 
only allows food items to be    
purchased through their aide.  
Pastor Hal discovered that the 
pantry was dipping into  their   
administrative funds in order to 
help supply those needs. 
     Hal went back to his church 
and asked them to bring paper 
goods the next Sunday.  When all 
was said and done, the church 
took three pickup truck loads of 
paper goods to the pantry!  TRBA 
thinks this is a tremendous exam-
ple of a church actually 
“churching” the community and 
asks what will God lead them to 
do next. 
     The pastor recommends the 
following book which helps      
develop this “eyes open”         
approach to watching for and 
meeting needs in the community.  
It is titled, Conspiracy of Kind-
ness, by Steve Sjogern.   

Pastor Hal 
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Small sizes for Men  

& Large sizes for Women                   
 

soap 

deodorant                                                                                                

shampoo 

toothbrush 

comb 

razor 

shaving cream 

 

Morning Star Mission Needs Being Collected  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The women at the òCalled to Loveò Event on Feb. 27 will be putting together toiletry kits  

for the people of Morning Star.  ñCalled to Loveò, show it, share it.   

Please RSVP your church ladiesô attendance to 3 Rivers.  

 
 

 
 

                  March 20 
                         Location t.b.a. 

                                       9 a.m.-12p.m. 
  

 This is for all seniors,  
age 50 and over  
of Three Rivers! 

 
Guest Speaker, Larry Toller 

Of  
ñSecond Wind Resourcesò 

 
Even when I am old and gray,  

do not forsake me,  
O God, till I declare your power to  

the next generation,  
your might to all who are to come.        

Quick Books Help Needed 
 

     Knowledgeable in QuickBooks?  Faith Fellowship Church in 
New Lenox is looking for someone to answer questions and to help 
them become more familiar with the program. Please call Nickki, 
church secretary, at 815. 485.6618 or email at:  nickki@myffc.org 

Friendshipôs Wild Game Dinner Outreach 
Hunting for Christ 

 

     For you fellow outdoorsman, the Wild Game Dinner is Satur-
day, March 6, 6pm, Plainfield Central High School. Tickets go on 
sale February 7. $8.00 a ticket. No more than 400 
tickets will be sold. Matthew Griswold, guest 
speaker from Team Harvest Ministry, will talk 
about hunting and Christ.  Domesticated food 
(turkey and chicken) is available for non-wild 
game tastes.  Contact Friendship Baptist Church, 
815.436.2380 or email: fbcplainfield.com .   

Is Hospitality Your Gifting? 
 

     Three Rivers  would like to have a Hospitality 
Team consisting of 2-3 people (male or female!) to 
provide food, serve, and clean up after associational 
events, such as Next Level Leadership workshops,  
etc.  Please contact the office! 

Looking for ... 
 

     TRBA needs volunteers who are willing to help conduct a one-
time  Sunday School Materials Usage info session in March.  A 
willingness to teach others how to best use the Lifeway Sunday 
School materials for Preschool, Children, Students, Adults plus a 
class on being a SS Director.  Is this you?  Call the office. 

 

Leadership  
Greatness  

Next Level Workshop 

Jan. 29-30  
@ Friendship Baptist 

 

Be Honest é 
Where are you against where 
you need to be as a leader? 

 
Call TRBA today to sign up! 

For Children 
 

soap/baby wash 

baby shampoo 

toothbrush 

toothpaste     

diapers – larger sizes: 4&5’s,  

no pull ups 

Bedding 

Blankets 

Pillowcases 

sheets – twin size long  



Sweet Life Café . . .  
òWhere women can savor time with God.ó 

Come rest. laugh, share stories, and grow closer to each other and God. 
 

Pack your favorite snack to share, jammies, slippers. 
pillow, and blanket or sleeping bag  

(you will be sleeping in a bed!)  

RSVP to TRBA by 
February 19! 
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Three Rivers Pastorõs Wives Retreat! 
Friday & Saturday, March 5 - 6 

Sweet Life Café will take place in the lovely home of  
Jenny Abbott, 1030 Heron Avenue in Peotone, 

Friday evening thru Saturday noon. 
5:30 p.m. Friday arrival, 5:56 p.m. Dinner 

8 a.m. Saturday breakfast at ñThe Big Mò (bring $5)  
 

Crafts, Singing, God Time, Craziest Pajama Prize + other door prizes!  
Oh, the fun we will have! But you have to RSVP now and then go shop for some new jammies! 

Have someone else cook 
 

Have a cup of coffee or tea 
 

Walk the dog in the cold 
 

Learn about God and myself 
 

Laugh, yes, again. 
 

Make new friends or get to know 
old ones better  

Quiz for Pastors Wives 

I WOULD RATHER: 

Do laundry 
 

Eat decadent chocolate 
 

Have time to do a craft 
 

Watch my husband prepare his 
sermon 
 

Laugh 
 

Spend time with God 

If you checked more than 1/2 of the boxes,  
then you need to come to . . .  



Baptist Disaster Relief Network to chart out a strategy for short- and long-term projects in the island nation 
ravaged by the Jan. 12 earthquake. 
 
"The [SBDR] team was able to deliver supplies to a clinic in Port-au-Prince on Jan. 22 and then connect with 
five pastors with the Haitian Baptist Convention to talk about needs those pastors were aware of in the area 
surrounding the city," Palmer said. "On Jan. 24, they were back in the Dominican Republic to explore minis-
try options with Baptist leadership there. 
 
"While in Haiti, the team was able to establish logistics for supply routes, meet with local Baptist partners and 
come up with response plans and coordinate with government and NGO groups for future collaboration," 
Palmer said. "They also determined three or four possible locations for initial medical teams working through 
local church ministry partners. They also identified logistical concerns -- like housing, transportation, transla-
tors and security -- that will need to be provided for future volunteers." 

IL Disaster Relief - Haiti Update 
BY JACK SHELBY - IL Disaster Relief Director 
 

       Our Southern Baptist assessment 
team is due back in Miami tonight, de-
pending on flight availability, and their 
debriefing session tomorrow will focus 
on planning for a long-term Southern 
Baptist response. At this point, an esti-
mated first deployment is 90-120 days 
out. Long-term groups will likely in-
clude clean up, rebuild, restoration, 
evangelism and church planting. 
      The government has asked that 
no mission teams be deployed to Port 
au Prince at this time, due to the fact 
that there is no housing, electricity, 
fuel, or a reliable source for food and 
water. Also, there are no public rest-
room facilities to accommodate the 
groups. The airport is closed to com-
mercial flights until at least Friday, 
January 29. When commercial air 
travel opens up, airlines will give prior-

Haiti Team Charts Relief Needs, Logistics 
BY KELLY - bpnews.net  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ity to those who already had tickets 
prior to the earthquake on flights that 
were cancelled. 
      There are reports that the Santo 
Domingo border crossing from the Do-
minican Republic is being closed due 
to heavy traffic.  
      Two other church groups (not 
Southern Baptists) have become vic-
tims in Port au Prince due to the lack 
of food, transportation and housing. 
They have been confined to the air-
port. Safety, security and an outbreak 
of communicable diseases continue to 
be major concerns. 
     I expect to know more later this 
week after the assessment team 
makes their report. Please continue to 
moni tor  the IBSA web s i te 
(www.ibsa.org) and the Illinois Baptist 
for further developments. Meanwhile, 
we need to continue to pray and give 
to support the relief efforts.   

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (BP)--The Southern Baptist Disaster Relief 
assessment team in Haiti not only has been able to deliver 
much-needed relief supplies to ministry partners in Haiti, but 
also identified significant needs Southern Baptists can meet 
and established supply routes for relief supplies, said Jeff 
Palmer, executive director of Baptist Global Response. 
 
The five-member SBDR team returned to the United States 
Jan. 25, Palmer said. The following day, they and a              
four-member Florida Baptist Convention assessment team will 
participate in a conference call with members of the Southern 
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ñWhen disaster 
strikes,  

it is already  
too late to get  

prepared.  
We must be  

prepared ahead  
of time  

and be ready  
to respond.ò 

- Jack Shelby, IBSA  
Disaster Relief Director 

 

Disaster Relief  
Training  

May 14 & 15 
at  

Streator Baptist 
Camp  

 

DR 101 -  Introduction  
Mass Feeding 

Chain Saw  
Mudout 

Communications 
DR Chaplaincy 

http://www.ibsa.org/

